
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill , Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

85 new affordable homes are to be built on the empty brownfield site of 
the former Hunter’s Tryst Primary School in Oxgangs Green. 

Construction of the £11 million development by Hart Builders will 

commence in line with government guidance regarding Covid-19.  

The development design centres around a village green consisting of a 

mix of 79 one, two and three-bedroom flats, and six terraced houses.  
The properties will be let for mid-market rent upon completion. 

The project is being delivered as part of PfP Capital’s mid-market rent 
fund.  The fund was set up by PfP Capital and supported by the Scottish 
Government in order to construct 1,000 mid-market rental homes 

across Scotland. 

This site is the second of two large developments that Hart Builders are 
constructing for PfP Capital in Edinburgh in order to provide over 230 
new affordable homes for the city. 

Gordon noted, “I’m pleased that this development will deliver 85 much 
needed affordable homes to the area.  The site has lain empty and 

unused for many years and I understand that Hart Builders have a 
proven track record in this area. 

“Making sure that everyone has a safe, warm and affordable home is 
central to the SNP Government’s drive to make this country fairer and 
more prosperous.  This project demonstrates our commitment making 

this a reality.” 

Saughton Park has become the 
UK’s first fully eco-powered 

greenspace.  CO2 emissions from 
the park are expected to be 
reduced by the equivalent of 90 

tonnes thanks to the installation of 
a micro hydro-electric scheme and 
two ground-source heat pumps.  

The electricity generated from the 
micro-hydro technology will be 
used in the park to power the 

pumps, which will warm the park’s 
buildings and glasshouse. 

Gordon lodged a motion in the 
Scottish Parliament recognising 
this significant achievement and 

commented, “The equipment will 
save the Council £18,000 a year in 
energy costs, with the savings 
being invested in social and 

education facilities. It will provide 
cleaner air and serve as a blueprint 
that can be used for other 

greenspaces around the world.” 

Saughton 
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Thank You to 
Community 

Gordon Macdonald would like to 
thank the numerous local 

community FaceBook groups that 
gave him the ability to post 
updates on their sites. 

In doing so, Gordon said that “One 
of the reasons that lockdown has 

been more successful in Scotland 
than elsewhere is the effective 
communication of the necessary 

actions and precautions to take.  
The best example of this is the 
First Minister’s daily briefings. 

“However, direct messaging is also 
effective and over 30 organisations 

including churches and community 
councils let me post updates 
relating to COVID-19 directly on 

their FaceBook pages.  At the 
height of the pandemic I was able 
reach 25,000 local residents and I 

would like to thank all involved.” 

Gordon has received numerous 
complaints regarding irresponsible 

usage of the Pentland Hills 
Regional Park during lockdown. 

Following which, Gordon has 
liaised with the management team 
of the Regional Park, attended a 

meeting of community 
representatives and raised the 
issue in The Scottish Parliament.  

Gordon remarked, “It’s regrettable 

that a small number of individuals 
are ruining the area for the many. 
Some of the behaviour we have 
seen in completely unacceptable.  

“I am pleased that a joint 

patrolling approach has been set 
up with Police Scotland but we 
know that more must be done to 
tackle this ongoing issue so that 

the community and responsible 
visitors can enjoy the area.” 

Scotland’s Test and Protect  
system is now live to help suppress 

COVID-19.  If you have any of the 
symptoms — high temperature, 
continuous cough, change to sense 

of smell/taste – you must 
self-isolate for 7 days and call 0800 
028 2816 to be tested. 

Contact tracers will ask people 
who have tested positive to 

identify others who they’ve been 
in close contact with and places 
they’ve been.  The positive 

individual will not be named when 
contacting others at risk.  Any data 
will be stored securely and 

destroyed after the pandemic. 

Commenting, Gordon said, 

“People may be worried about the 
risks of scams, but the NHS has a 
number of protections to stop 

potential fraudsters and ensure all 
information is kept confidential. 

“Contact tracers will identify who 
they are calling by name.  They will 
not ask for information about bank 

accounts or medical records, and 
will not try to sell you anything. 

“Test and Protect  is one way to 
tackle this pandemic, but physical 
distancing and hand washing 

continues to play a huge role.” 
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Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 
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