
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill , Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

The new Scottish Child Payment – which has been described as a “game -
changer” in the fight to tackle child poverty – will open early for 

applications this month. 

Gordon is encouraging parents and carers across Edinburgh Pentlands 
who are eligible to apply now so that the Scottish Government can 
process and start making payments as quickly as possible in February 
next year. 

The Scottish Government has prioritised the early introduction of the 

new benefit, which will provide eligible families on low incomes with a 
child under 6, an extra £10 per week for each child.  Latest figures 
estimate that 194,000 children aged under 6 in Scotland will be eligible 

for the new Scottish Child Payment – with over 17,500 children set to 
benefit across Edinburgh. 

Gordon MacDonald said, “The Scottish Child Payment is an ambitious, 
game-changing new benefit which will directly tackle child poverty 
across Edinburgh and across Scotland. 

“This support is needed more than ever, and it’s early introduction for 
under 6s - almost two years ahead of the original commitment for a new 

payment - will be a lifeline for so many families in Edinburgh.  While the 
Scottish Government does everything it can to tackle poverty, the UK 
Government are still trying to defend their shameless decision to 

deprive children of free school meals over the holidays.” 

The Rotary Club of Currie Balerno 
in conjunction with the Balerno 

Village Trust has reopened their 
Community Chest scheme. 

Grants of up to £500 are available 
to local organisations in Balerno, 
Currie, Juniper Green, Colinton, 

Kirknewton, Ratho, and Wester 
Hailes.  The scheme has a budget 
of £6,000 a year funded equally by 
the Club, Trust, and CALA Homes. 

Gordon has encouraged local 
groups to apply, saying, “Despite 

the challenges of COVID, I am 
pleased that the Community Chest 
is open again to benefit the local 

community and to build on the 
contribution already made.” 

Applications for this community 

grants scheme are invited from 
schools, social clubs, sports clubs, 
etc.  Information can be found at 
www.cbrotary.org 

Currie Balerno 
Community Chest 

“Game-Changer” Scottish Child 
Payment Opens Early 

http://www.cbrotary.org
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1,250+ Teachers 
and Support Staff 

Recruited 

1,250 teachers and 155 support 
staff have been recruited across 

Scotland in recent months. 

This follows the SNP Government’s 
pledge of £80 million of support to 
help local authorities’ recruitment 
for the safe re-opening of schools. 

Gordon said, “In the middle of a 

global pandemic, it’s absolutely 
vital that local authorities are fully 
supported to ensure that our 

schools remain safe for pupils, 
teachers and staff.  Thanks to 
significant investment from the 
SNP Government this summer, we 

now have hundreds of extra 
teachers and staff in our schools. 

“I want to express my appreciation 
for our amazing schools’ workforce 
who are helping to ensure our 

young people continue to get the 
education they deserve.” 

Gordon has demanded action after 
a report from Which? suggested 

people in Edinburgh could be 
owed nearly £8 million in withheld 
refunds for cancelled trips. 

Holiday companies are required to 
refund money within 14 days but 

the huge number of cancellations 
has overwhelmed many firms.  
21% of those who requested a 

refund in March were still waiting 
at the beginning of October. 

Commenting on the figures, 
Gordon said, “For many people, 
this saga has rumbled on for far 

too long.  It’s time for the UK 
government and the market 
regulator to get a hold of this 

situation.  We aren’t talking about 
spare change here — the average 
cost of a cancelled holiday was 

£1,784 according to this survey.” 

The Gate 55 Community Hub in 
Sighthill has opened as Edinburgh’s 

newest Covid-19 testing centre.  
This is part of a drive to make 
testing more accessible. 

If you are showing symptoms, you 
can pre-book a test at Gate 55 by 

calling 0800 028 2816 or by visiting 
www.nhsinform.scot/test-and-protect. 

Anyone attending an appointment 
will be provided with guidance on 
getting to and from the centre 

safely, with additional support for 
vulnerable groups and people with 
disabilities. 

Welcoming the opening of the 
testing centre, Gordon 

commented, “We must continue 
to do all we can to keep 
Edinburgh’s residents safe.  I 

encourage people to follow the 
latest guidance and book a test if 
they have any Covid-19 symptoms. 

“Edinburgh Council have been 
providing staff support and access 

to the Usher Hall for testing.  Using 
Gate 55 for testing as well will 
build on this capacity — it’s an 
ideal site with easy access for 

testing and will mean that people 
feeling unwell without private 
transport can be tested locally.” 

Edinburgh Holiday 
Makers Owed 

£8 Million 
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Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 

Gate 55 Becomes 
Walk-Through 
Testing Centre 
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