
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill , Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

Gordon is getting behind a major campaign, urging members of the 
public to think local and help fuel the nation’s financial fightback from 

coronavirus. 

The campaign, which is being led by Scotland’s Towns Partnership in 

association with the Scottish Government, is encouraging everyone to 
shop with local businesses in their town centre whilst being aware of the 
public health guidelines. 

Gordon has said that “Local retail outlets aren’t just a series of buildings 
and pavements, they serve the needs of the local communities and are 

part of our local  identities.  Supporting these businesses is more 
important than ever as they continue to face challenges from 
COVID-19.” 

The campaign follows publication of new polling figures that shows two 

thirds of Scottish residents intend to shop locally once their local high 
streets reopen after the pandemic clears. 

Many traders have been forced to temporarily close throughout 
lockdown, with customers instead turning to large internet retailers. 

Gordon continued, “Businesses across Edinburgh have work hard to put 
in place measures that mean people can shop safely.  These measures 
include the use of screens, distance markers and signage, the provision 

of hand sanitizer instore, and capacity limits.  The successful future of 
local town centres depends on us all supporting them at a local level. 

Scottish veterans can now benefit 
from a new rail card which not 

only allows a 34% discount on 
travel but also sees an 
introductory discount scheme. 

The veterans rail card, initially 
priced at £21 per year, allows 

holders to travel across the 
country at reduced fares. 

To encourage uptake, the Scottish 
Government is funding a further 
discount scheme whereby anyone 

resident in Scotland registering 
between now and 31 March 2021 
will be eligible for a £6 rail voucher 

making the initial cost just £15.  

Commenting, Gordon said, 

“Veterans are an asset to our 
communities and deserve the best 
possible care and support.  This 

new railcard will help open up 
opportunities for those who have 
served in our armed forces.” 
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Teaching 
Council Warns 

Against Tory Bill 

The General Teaching Council for 
Scotland (GTC Scotland) has 

written to all teachers in Scotland 
noting concerns regarding the 
Internal Market Bill.  The Tory Bill 

will impose lower standards. 

GTC Scotland has warned that the 

Bill “poses a threat to the 
education system and the quality 
of teaching in Scottish schools”. 

The Bill fails to take into account 
the differing UK teaching standards 
— opening the risk of Scotland 

being forced to accept lower 
standards in teacher qualifications 
and experience. 

Sharing GTC’s concerns, Gordon 
noted, “This Bill will undermine the 

Professional Standards of teachers 
in Scotland and must be amended 
to safeguard our higher 

standards.” 

Gordon has welcomed the 
announcement that new 

legislation which requires all 
homes in Scotland to have 
interlinked smoke and carbon 

monoxide alarms will be delayed.  
The new regulations will be moved 
back to February 2022. 

The Scottish Government already 
made over £15m of loan funding 

available to Social Landlords and 
provided £870,000 a year for the 
last two years to the fire service to 

support their Home Safety Visits. 

Gordon said, “Fire safety is an 

absolute priority for us; however, 
given the impact of COVID-19 and 
the difficulties this legislation was 

likely to cause, a delay was 
necessary.  I’m pleased that the 
Scottish Government listened to 

the concerns that were raised.” 

The Scottish Government’s new 
Self-Isolation Support Grant 

opened on 12 October to support 
people in Edinburgh, and across 
Scotland, who will lose income if 

they need to self-isolate and are 
unable to work from home. 

The grant will be targeted at 
people in receipt of Universal 
Credit or legacy benefits, with 

some discretion to make awards to 
others in hardship, and it will be 
delivered through the existing 

Scottish Welfare Fund, which is 
administered by local authorities. 

Gordon is urging constituents who 
face financial hardship due to 
being asked to self-isolate to apply 

for the £500 self-isolation grant 
through the Edinburgh Council. 

Gordon said, “I know that self-
isolation can be tough but it is 
essential to protect people and 

reduce the spread of coronavirus. 

“It’s essential that we do 
everything we can to support 
people.  These payments will help 
ensure people do not have to 

choose between self-isolating and 
supporting themselves financially.  
A choice nobody should be faced 

with.” 
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Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 
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