
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

Congratulations to Sophie McCrossan, P5, Canal View Primary School, 
whose drawing won Gordon’s annual Christmas card competition.  
Congratulations also go to runners-up Lacey Raeburn, P5, Clovenstone 
Primary School, and Julia Zlobecka, P5, Longstone Primary School.  
Sophie’s drawing features on the front of Gordon’s official Christmas 
card, and the runners-up are featured on the back. 

The annual competition invited P4 
and P5 children in the constituency 
to submit drawings.  The 
competition was run in 
conjunction with Company Store, 
Dumbryden Road, a social 
enterprise that provides members 
with access to discounted food.  
They also generously donated 
prizes of vouchers for their store. 

Gordon had a large number of 
drawings sent in from many 
primary schools in the 
constituency and would like to 
thank everyone who participated. 

Well done to Sophie McCrossan, 
Lacey Raeburn, and Julia Zlobecka! 

Edinburgh is to be the home of a 
revolutionary new surgical training 
hub for pioneering robotic surgical 
training techniques that will 
transform cancer operation. 

Gordon visited the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh, Nicolson 
Street, to see the state-of-the-art 
robotic technology.  Training on 
the new system will be delivered 
to surgeons from all over Scotland, 
north England, and Europe. 

Predominantly used in cancer 
surgery, the system has the ability 
to access hard to reach areas of 
the body, meaning surgeons can 
be extremely precise. 

Gordon noted, “Training on da 
Vinci systems, which are in place in 
hospitals across Scotland, will now 
take place in the Capital thanks to 
£20 million of funding from the 
Scottish Government.” 

Robotic Surgical 
Training Hub 

Annual Christmas Card 
Competition 



ALSO THIS MONTH... 
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Small Business 
Saturday 

This year, Small Business Saturday 
will take place on Saturday 4 
December. The day is a grassroots, 
non-commercial campaign that 
highlights small business success 
and encourages consumers to 
“shop local” and support small 
businesses in their communities. 

The day takes place on the first 
Saturday in December every year, 
but aims to have a lasting impact 
on small businesses. 

Gordon noted, “Scotland has more 
independent convenience stores 
per head than most parts of the 
UK, which provide 42,000 jobs 
here in Scotland. 

“Small Business Saturday is now 
more important than ever to 
support all forms of small 
businesses during the current 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Edinburgh College and Edinburgh 
University have teamed up to 
launch a digital care hub, designed 
to address the national skills gaps 
in technology-enabled care. 

The facility is located at the 
college’s Sighthill Campus and will 
train students in the transferrable 
skills required to fulfil careers in 
health, social care, dentistry, and 
pharmacy. 

The hub is equipped with a replica 
ward with three mannequins in 
order to enable teaching. 

Gordon said, “It’s fantastic to have 
this facility sited in my 
constituency. It will give students’ 
digital and practical expertise 
through its ‘state-of-the-art’ 
equipment, supporting 
experiential learning in a purpose-
built setting.” 

Digital Care 
Hub Launched 

People & Places 
Consultation 
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Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 

Atkins, landscape architects, have 
been appointed by the Council to 
undertake a project which is 
looking to improve the public 
spaces around Murrayburn, 
Hailesland and Dumbryden. 

The project will endeavour to work 
with the local community to 
deliver a range of physical place-
making improvements throughout 
the estates with a particular focus 
on community greenspace, public 
areas, car parking, active travel, 
play space and lighting.  This 
project is being delivered in 
parallel with the wider Wester 
Hailes Regeneration & 
Development Framework. 

Community engagement is 
fundamental to the success of the 
project.  Feedback received will 
inform the designs to ensure the 
proposals reflect the needs and 
aspirations of the local community.  

There is still time to share your 
views through the online 
questionnaire: 

https://
consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk
/sfc/mhd_peopleandplaces 

The consultation closes on 4 
December. 
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