
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

CALA Homes have undertaken a public consultation to gauge public 
opinion of their proposed large housing development between Currie 
and the rail line to the north of the village.  In a response to Gordon, 
CALA have committed to making the results of their consultation public. 

Gordon’s office spoke to CALA consultants on 22nd June.  CALA stated 
that “Should the link road come forward then … Caulderhame Road 
would require to be upgraded”.  Following this, Gordon expressed that 
he suspects significant opposition from residents to the plan that would 
see their cul-de-sac “upgraded” to become part of the link road. 

More broadly, Gordon highlighted, “Despite the land area being capable 
of holding 2,000 homes, CALA stated that they intend only to build 600 
to 900 homes.  However, CALA did not rule out selling plots of land to 
third party developers.  Therefore, I think there will be concerns that we 
might see these lower figures proposed but, by the time plots are sold 
off to other developers, this number may increase.” 

CALA also committed that “...education is a key issue in the area and 
development would be required to contribute to any additional capacity 
that is required to accommodate its impact.” 

Gordon responded saying, “For the number of houses proposed, I would 
anticipate a new primary school might be needed, and, if this is the case, 
then the development is effectively adding an entirely new village.” 

Gordon will continue to monitor this development and encourages 
residents to do the same. 

Gordon has welcomed the news 
that the City of Edinburgh Council 
has agreed to allocate £66,000 for 
the replacement of the Green 
Bridge in Balerno. 

Gordon lodged a motion in The 
Scottish Parliament, welcoming 
this and noting “the ‘Green Bridge’ 
footbridge was closed in 2016 due 
to its poor condition, but it was a 
valued link spanning the Bavelaw 
Burn — linking Balerno proper 
with footpaths on the eastern 
bank of the burn.” 

Gordon’s motion also commended 
Balerno Community Council for all 
their efforts to have the bridge 
replaced.  The funding for the 
bridge came from Edinburgh 
Council’s £1,998,000 allocation 
from the Scottish Government’s 
national Place Based Investment 
Programme for 2021/22. 

Green Bridge 
in Balerno 

Update: CALA Housing 
Development in Currie 



ALSO THIS MONTH... 

Working for Edinburgh Pentlands 
Published by Gordon Macdonald MSP, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP.  Cost of publication has been met by parliamentary allowances.  Parliament is not responsible for the content of other internet sites. 

Wester Hailes 
Project 

Sistema Scotland have announced 
that the Big Noise programme will 
begin in Wester Hailes, Edinburgh 
in spring 2022.   

Gordon lodged a motion in 
Parliament commending this news. 

The programme aims to reach 
more than 400 participants in its 
first year — targeting 
disadvantaged areas for intensive 
programmes offering youngsters 
up to four after-school sessions a 
week during term time, and up to 
four days a week during the spring, 
summer, and autumn holidays. 

Gordon said, “This a brilliant and 
exciting  opportunity for young 
people in the area to not only 
learn an instrument but to develop 
meaningful life skills like 
confidence, resilience, creativity 
and aspiration.” 

In an update from the Ratho and 
District Community Council, the 
Ratho library van is visiting the  
Hillview Cottages car park behind 
Lumsden Court.  The weekly 
schedule is: - 

• Monday: 10:30am-2:30pm  

• Tuesday: 10:30am-2:30pm 

• Wednesday: 11am-3pm 

• Friday: 11am-3pm 

However, please note that there 
will be no service between 24th 
August and 28th August. 

Gordon said, “I am well aware that 
the library van is a valued service 
for the community in Ratho and I I 
am pleased the weekly schedule 
has been updated.  I would 
encourage Ratho residents to use 
the service to ensure its 
continuation.” 

Gordon lodged a motion in 
parliament congratulating the staff 
at the Pentland Hills Regional Park 
on receiving a grant award of 
£588,000. 

The grant was awarded by the 
VisitScotland’s Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund created by the 
Scottish Government in 2018.  The 
money will be used to build new 
car parking, entrance paths, cycle 
parking and toilet facilities. 

Gordon commented, “Given the 
popularity of the park, the number 
of visitors currently far outweighs 
the number of spaces available at 
the four main car parks at Harlaw, 
Threipmuir, Bonaly and 
Flotterstone.  This funding will see 
a very welcome additional 140 car 
parking spaces, including more for 
blue badge holders, and the 
installation of electric vehicle 
charging points. It will also fund 
additional bike stands and public 
bike pump and repair stations. 

“This investment will make the 
park more user-friendly, with 
three new unisex and accessible 
toilets at Bonaly, Threipmuir and 
Harlaw car parks as well as an 
extra set of toilets near Harlaw 
reservoir.” 
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Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 
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