
The new transport bill that passed in Parliament this month brings 
forward radical improvements to Scotland’s transport network. 

This will tackle air pollution which, although it has reduced in recent 
years, remains an issue due emissions from road transport.  Edinburgh 
can now designate Low Emission Zones to transform our city into a 
healthier place to live.  The powers of the Scottish Road Works 
Commissioner will be strengthened to better regulate road works. 

There is to be no change to age of eligibility for the free bus pass, and 
also carers of under-5s with disabilities are also included.  Additionally, 
there shall be standardised ticketing technology to ensure compatibility. 

The Bill prohibits double parking and parking on pavements and gives 
local authorities the powers needed to enforce this important change.  
Although there can be exemptions made to the ban on parking on 
pavements in some areas, there is strict criteria that must be met. 

Gordon noted, “This will ensure that mothers with buggies, people in 
wheelchairs, and the visually impaired will no longer have to navigate 
their way around parked cars — often by having to step onto the road.” 

Councils will also now be able to implement a workplace parking levy on 
employers, with the proceeds ring-fenced to fund local transport 
strategies.  However, there are national exemptions for blue badge 
spaces, NHS and hospital properties and GP practices.  Councils can also 
apply local exemptions to any premises, persons or vehicles. 

Gordon supported Breast Cancer 
Now’s “Wear it Pink” campaign on 
18 October. 

Gordon said, “I support Wear it 
Pink every year and was pleased 
that more than 70 of my MSP 
colleagues also supported the 
campaign.” 

Wear it pink has raised over £33 
million in the last 17 years, thanks 
to friends, colleagues and 
communities coming  together to 
wear pink and raise vital funds for 
ground-breaking breast cancer 
research. 

Every year in Scotland, around 
4,700 women are diagnosed with 
breast cancer and over 1,000 
women die of the disease. 

It is the goal of the charity that by 
2050 everyone who develops 
breast cancer will live, and be 
supported to live well. 

Guess Who 
Wore it Pink? 

Transport Bill 
An End to Pavement Parking 

Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 



Out and About... 

Monthly Surgeries — No appointment needed 
1st Monday of the month, 6.30pm Wester Hailes Library 
2nd Monday of the month, 6.30pm Carrickvale Community Centre 
3rd Monday of the month, 6.30pm Currie Library 
4th Monday of the month, 6.30pm Oxgangs Library (Not 24 Dec) 
5th Monday of the month, 6.30pm Ratho Com. Centre (Not 31 Dec) 

NB: NO SURGERIES DURING PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS 

Working for Edinburgh Pentlands 

Contact Details 
By email  gordon.macdonald.msp@parliament.scot 
Home visit  Available for those who cannot travel 
By phone  0131 443 0595 
By letter  The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
 Gordon Macdonald MSP           @GMacdonaldMSP 

Published by Gordon Macdonald MSP, 9 Kingsknowe Park, Edinburgh, EH14 2JQ.  The SPCB is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

Institute of 
Occupational 

Medicine at 50 

Flying to the 
Rescue 

Volunteers from Mission Aviation 
Forces (MAF) met with Gordon at 
Parliament to showcase on of their 
aircraft. 

The volunteers highlighted the way 
they help thousands of doctors, 
and relief and development 
workers reach the most remote 
corners of the world.  With a fleet 
of 132 aircraft they fly to dozens of 
countries helping deliver 
humanitarian aid. 

Meeting the MAF team, Gordon 
commented “The work done by 
MAF is truly remarkable and I am 
impressed by their dedication to 
helping those in need.” 

Gordon led a members’ debate to 
celebrate 50 years of the Institute 
of Occupational Medicine (IOM) 
and its achievements.  In the 
debate he recognised that, “The 
IOM was founded in Edinburgh in 
1969 by the National Coal Board as 
an independent research 
organisation.  It is based in the 
Heriot-Watt University research 
park in Riccarton in my 
constituency.” 

“IOM is now one of the most 
successful organisations in the 
EU’s flagship research programme, 
Horizon 2020 — leading or 
participating in 13 projects.” 

As part of the anniversary, Gordon 
hosted an event exhibiting 50 
pieces of unique digital artwork — 
each one noting one of the 50 
most significant scientific impacts 
made by the IOM. 

At the event Gordon reported,  “I 
am incredibly proud to have the 
Institute of Occupational Medicine 
based in my constituency.  They 
have made huge contributions 
towards improving people’s quality 
of life over the last 50 years and 
have an unparalleled international 
scientific reputation.” 

Unforgotten Forces with Age 
Scotland, Scottish War Blinded, 
and Action on Hearing Loss 
Scotland have produced a guide 
for veterans about the need to act 
swiftly if they are having hearing or 
sight problems. 

Gordon said, “I’m delighted that 
the Unforgotten Forces consortium 
have worked together to help 
veterans aged 65 or over receive 
support regarding sight or hearing 
loss.  I encourage older veterans to 
obtain a copy.” 

More information at: - 

www.poppyscotland.org.uk/ 
get-help/unforgotten-forces/ 

Combating 
Sight and 

Hearing Loss 
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