
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

In the recent Scottish Parliament elections, Gordon MacDonald was 
re-elected with an increased majority from roughly 2,500 votes to nearly 
4,000.  In fact, Gordon received the largest vote share and the highest 
number of votes of any candidate in the history of the constituency. 

Speaking after his victory, Gordon said, “I’m deeply honoured to be 
returned for the third time – something no other party has achieved in 
this constituency since devolution began. 

“When I was elected in 2011, I was determined to provide the best 
service I could for my constituents, no matter how they voted — I could 
not deliver that service without the support of my staff.  I thank you all 
for your hard work on behalf of my constituents. 

“Scotland is on a journey and the people of Edinburgh Pentlands have 
spoken.  The turnout in the constituency is the highest since 1999, and 
the number of votes for the SNP is the highest ever. 

“It is the democratic wish of the people that they should have a choice 
over Scotland’s future.  “When the time is right we will complete that 
unfinished business that we failed to complete in 2014. 

“The world is watching and Scotland wants to join the family of nations 
— it’s just a matter of time.” 

Many right-to-buy homeowners in 
the Wester Hailes/Murrayburn 
area are facing unexpected and 
high repair costs of up to £40,000 

The Council are offering owners 
who cannot afford the repairs the 
option to become tenants if they 
sell their property to the Council. 

In many blocks the external wall 
render has fallen off.  The roof tiles 
have not been replaced since the 
properties were built in the 1960s. 

However, several owners have 
complained that some repairs are 
unnecessary and that other repairs 
should not have been neglected. 

Gordon has requested an urgent 
appointment with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Housing and further 
meetings with the Council. 
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COVID 
Update 

As the vaccination programme 
advances through age groups, some 
restrictions are to be eased sooner in 
areas where case rates and 
prevalence of COVID-19 allow. 

From Saturday 5 June, Glasgow will 
move from Level 3 to Level 2, West 
Lothian and a number of other 
authorities will move to Level 1.  All 
islands currently in Level 1 will move 
to Level 0.  Edinburgh, Midlothian, 
and several others will remain at Level 
2 for now. 

For local authority areas in Level 2, 
the Scottish Government will be 
providing support to closed sectors 
that had expected to open, or operate 
in a different way from 7 June. 

Gordon noted, “Although there is no 
immediate change for Edinburgh, 
these announcement indicate that we 
are on the right course for returning 
to normality — no part of the country 
is going backwards.” 

Gordon congratulates Professor Sir 
Geoff Palmer on his appointment as 
Chancellor of Heriot-Watt University. 

Sir Geoff came to Scotland to study in 
1964, gaining his PhD and DSc degree 
from Edinburgh University and Heriot-
Watt University respectively. 

Sir Geoff worked at Heriot-Watt from 
1977, and, in 1989, became Scotland’s 
first black professor. 

He invented the barley abrasion 
process, the success of which 
attracted funding to establish the 
International Centre for Brewing and 
Distilling at Heriot-Watt. 

Gordon commented, “Sir Geoff is also 
widely known as a prominent human 
rights activist and was knighted in the 
2014 New Year’s Honours for services 
to human rights, science and charity. 

“I wish him well in promoting Heriot-
Watt’s reputation in research and 
education.” 

Nicola Sturgeon has set out her plan 
for the first 100 days in office. 

The most immediate priority is to lead 
Scotland safely through and out of the 
pandemic.  A commitment has been 
made to hold a comprehensive public 
inquiry and establish a standing 
committee on pandemics.  Other 
measures include: - 

• 10% increase in NHS activity in key 
services, 4% average pay increase. 

• Permanently end charges in PFI 
hospital car parks. 

• Remove dental charges for care 
leavers – as step towards abolishing 
charges altogether. 

• Replace the Edinburgh Eye Pavilion. 
• 25% increase investment in mental 

health services by over the term. 
• Take action to reduce drug deaths. 
• Initiate a National Care Service. 
• From August, all 3 and 4 year olds 

eligible for 1,100 hours of free early 
learning/childcare yearly. 

• Close the attainment gap — 
implement the OECD report on 
Scottish education, recruit 3,500 
more teachers and assistants, 
ensure all have access to a laptop or 
tablet, and remove charges for 
music and arts education. 

• Free breakfasts/lunches up to P4. 
• Raise Council tax age from 18 to 22. 
• Establish a Green Jobs Academy. 
• Set out how Scotland will become a 

net-zero nation by 2045. 

New Heriot-Watt 
Chancellor 

Contact Gordon Macdonald MSP 
 gordon.macdonald.msp@parliament.scot 
  0131 443 0595 
 The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
       Gordon Macdonald MSP        @GMacdonaldMSP 

Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 

100 Day 
Plan 
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