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The Scottish Government has announced that it is now committed to 
fund the construction of a new high school to replace the Wester Hailes 
Education Centre.  The announcement also included a new Liberton High 
and 23 other projects across Scotland.  This funding is in addition to 
support for a new Currie High 

Gordon welcomed the news, saying that “these projects will not only 
provide high-quality, up-to-date schools that parents, staff and children 
can be proud of but they will also help boost the construction industry, 
create jobs.” 

“I understand replacement of the Wester Hailes Education Centre has 
been a top priority for the council and this news will be greatly 
welcomed by the local community.” 

The new school will be part of a community lifelong learning and sports 
hub where public services can be co-located with links to active travel 
networks, green infrastructure, and strategic public transport networks. 

Other schools under construction in Edinburgh include Frogston Primary, 
(completion due in spring 2021), Victoria Primary (summer 2021), 
St Crispin’s Special School (summer 2021), Castlebrae Community 
campus (end of 2021), and Trinity Academy Phase 1 (spring 2022).  The 
new Currie High School is scheduled for completion by summer 2024. 

Pentland Medical Centre in Currie 
was one of the first GP practices in 
the country to deliver Covid 
vaccinations—the AstraZeneca jag 
is initially being given to over-80s. 

Gordon said, “I would like to thank 
the staff at the Centre for working 
tirelessly to make sure the vaccine 
can be delivered safely to the 
community.  This marked the 
beginning of a national rollout 
which began on 11 January. 

“These have been some truly 
difficult times.  I know that the task 
is huge and will not happen 
overnight.  Please be patient, 
everyone will receive a 
vaccination, but it has to be given 
out systematic in order to ensure 
the most vulnerable are treated 
first.” 

New Wester Hailes High 
School 

Pentlands Medical 
Centre Vaccinations 
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Tories Reject EU 
Offer For Performer 

Tour Visas 

Gordon has joined with other SNP 
MSPs in slamming the Tory 
government for jeopardising 
Scotland’s international reputation 
with its “disgraceful” decision to 
leave musicians and performers off 
the list of workers permitted to 
enter the EU without a visa – 
despite the EU’s offer to include it 
in the Brexit deal. 

Gordon noted, “The UK 
Government has admitted that a 
proposal to grant UK performers 
visa-free tours in the EU in the 
Brexit deal was rejected by the UK 
Government because they did not 
want to extend the same courtesy 
to EU artists visiting the UK.” 

“This measure will be very 
damaging to the our Edinburgh 
Festivals, Celtic Connections and 
thousands of events each year.” 

Since last year, thousands of 
disadvantaged young people are 
being helped to develop digital 
skills through the Scottish 
Government’s Connecting Scotland 
programme. 

More than 23,000 iPads and 
Chromebooks are being 
distributed among digitally 
excluded low-income families and 
care leavers.  Recipients also 
receive mobile data. 

Over 1,300 have already been 
delivered across Edinburgh and 
600 dongles are also going to be 
delivered to improve accessibility. 

Commenting, Gordon said, “I’m 
pleased to see the efforts being 
made during these challenging 
times, to improve access to the 
internet in order to learn, live, and 
shop whilst under lockdown.” 

On Tuesday 5 January, mainland 
Scotland moved from Level 4 to a 
temporary Lockdown.  The  
guidance is to stay at home except 
for essential purposes.  Some 
islands will remain at Level 3. 

These tough restrictions are in 
place to minimise the risk of 
spreading the virus, protect 
yourself and others, and protect 
our NHS.  

By law (under Level 4 or 
Lockdown), you can only leave 
your home or garden for an 
essential purpose, such as outdoor 
recreation,  essential shopping, 
repairing a vehicle, etc; however, 
you should stay as close to home 
as possible.   

It is advised to shop online or use 
local shops and services wherever 
you can, and to travel no further 
than you need to reach to a safe, 
non-crowded place to exercise in a 
socially distanced way. 

To minimise the spread it is crucial 
that we all avoid unnecessary 
travel. 

When this temporary lockdown is 
lifted, we can check our restriction 
level from the below link: - 

www.gov.scot/check-local-covid-level 

Tackling Digital 
Exclusion 

Contact Gordon Macdonald MSP 
 gordon.macdonald.msp@parliament.scot 
  0131 443 0595 
 The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
       Gordon Macdonald MSP        @GMacdonaldMSP 

Monthly Surgeries 
Due to the ongoing public health concern, in the interest of public and 
staff safety, Gordon’s surgeries are suspended until further notice but he 
will continue to handle enquiries as usual. 

COVID 
Restrictions 
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